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Holy Wrestling
Growing up in the 1980s, along with many other kids of my generation, I was a 
huge professional wrestling fan. I was drawn in by the outrageous characters, the 
non-stop action inside and outside the ring, and the good versus evil story lines 
(that were usually pretty obvious—at least anyway, until a much-loved or 
much-hated wrestler made a surprise switch from one side to the other). Though I 
haven’t watched wrestling in decades now, you can be sure any nostalgic wrestling 
documentary, photo, or Facebook ad with Macho Man Randy Savage’s face on a 
t-shirt will quickly carry me back to my childhood.

I mention this, because in our journey through Genesis in recent weeks, we 
skipped over the most well-known wrestler in all of scripture: the one with the 
given name of Jacob, but called Israel following his most famous match. You may 
remember Jacob as the grandson of Abraham/Sarah, son of Isaac/Rebekah, broth-
er of Esau, husband of Leah/Rachel, and father of a whole lot of kids (his favorite, 
of course, being Joseph—the one he gifted the beautiful, though greatly impracti-
cal, fancy coat to).

Like any WWF/WWE televised event of my youth, the account of Jacob’s great 
bout (found in Genesis 32) was filled with tension. It occurred at a point when he 
seemed to be at his most vulnerable. He was journeying back to encounter his 
older brother Esau, who had wanted more than anything to kill Jacob the last time 
they were together. You might say Jacob deserved that response too, as he had just 
stolen their father’s blessing (which, most importantly, happened to also carry 
God’s great blessing first given to grandpa Abe as well). Even though Jacob is often 
revered as a chosen one of God in the Hebrew scriptures, he most certainly seems 
like the bad guy on more than one occasion (interestingly, in professional wres-
tling, the bad guy is typically called “the heel,” and coincidentally, the name Jacob 
means “to follow at the heel,” as the story goes that little Jacob was born gripping 
his twin Esau’s heel as a sign that he would one day supplant his older brother).

Just before Jacob’s battle royale began, he was scared to death about what might 
happen next. He was deeply worried about the lives of his family and the lives of 
all the others he had endangered (not the least of which, was his own), and he 
knew there was no path of guaranteed safety. It seemed that the weight of the 
world had all come crashing down upon him that very night. And in the midst of 
all else that was swirling about, we hear of the mysterious visitor who wrestled 
with him all night long. As the day is breaking, even though Jacob’s got a bum hip, 
he continues to hold on to his opponent for dear life. And like a wrestler who 
appears to be on the losing end, only to be revived by the roar of the crowd, Jacob 
refuses to let go without a blessing to carry him through the frightful day that lies 
ahead. Of course, it is here that he receives the name Israel, which means: “the one 
who strives with God.”

Perhaps professional wrestlers and a much-flawed and yet much-loved person 
lifted off the pages of Genesis seem about as different from you as you can 
imagine. Perhaps you will never catch a flying elbow off the top rope as the cheer-
ing crowd goes wild or know a real-life soap opera quite as dramatic as the saga of 
Jacob and his family. However, I’m certain the wrestling metaphor can still hit 
home for you. Because metaphorical wrestling is a part of the human condition. 
To be human is to know what it is to wrestle with the worries and concerns of your 
heart, the unproductive or even harmful thoughts of your mind, and frustrating 
actions (or inactions) you see in those around you. You may even know what it is to 
speak of your faith journey as an ongoing wrestling match with God. If this is the 
case, consider yourself in good company with those faith-filled authors of Genesis.

Whatever you might be wrestling with today, whatever seems to have a hold on 
you and just won’t let go, may you find hope in the promise that the One who 
blessed Jacob throughout his life—through the good, bad, and ugly of his 
life—blesses you too. No matter how heavy the weight of the world feels, in Christ 
you will find “rest for your soul…for (his) yoke is easy and his burden is light.” 
God’s grace, peace, and mercy be with you; now and always.

-Pastor Lando
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HOLY CROSS IS 35!HOLY CROSS IS 35!
We celebrated our 35 years as a congrega-
tion on Sunday, September 11. It was a 
wonderful day of reminiscing, perusing past 
directories, looking at photos taken through 
the years, and much more! The day was 
filled with great conversations and stories 
of the past while being filled with hope and 
excitement for what the future holds.



Cross TalkCross Talk PAGE 4PAGE 4

PASTOR LANDO INSTALLED 
AS LEAD PASTOR

PASTOR LANDO INSTALLED 
AS LEAD PASTOR

Pastor Lando was 
installed as Lead 
Pastor of Holy 
Cross on Sunday, 
September 18. 
Pastor Renee Spli-
chal-Larson, Asso-
ciate to the Bishop 
of the SD Synod, 
ELCA, presided over 
the installation and 
served as our 
preacher for the 
day. the morning 
was capped off by a 
potluck overflowing 
with great food!
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CROSS KIDS HAS BEGUNCROSS KIDS HAS BEGUN

Cross Kids (pre-
school - 5th 

grade) started on 
Sunday, Septem-

ber 11 and 
Wednesday, Sep-
tember 14. We fo-
cused on stories 
from the book of 
Genesis in Sep-
tember and will 

move into Exodus 
in October. We've 
had a great turn-

out so far, but 
we've always got 
room for more. If 
you have kids in 

your life who hav-
en't joined in yet, 
we'd love to see 
them in October!
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Holy Cross supports "Adopt A Pet Month"
Children's Youth Ministry & The Mission Team will be holding a Community 
Service Event on Sundays from October 2nd - 16th at 9am in the Fireside 
Room.  The Sunday School Classes will participate where it is planned in the 
lesson plans.  We will be braiding pet toys to be donated to the Sioux Falls 
Humane Society.
We will also be taking donations of pet foods through the month of October 
to be donated to the Humane Society.  The foods in highest in demand are 
Purina Kitten Nurture Cat Food, as well as other Purina dog/puppy and cat/kit-
ten foods.  Please bring foods to the church and place in the designated bin 
by the Mission Team Corner.  Any questions please contact Sami Parks or 
Jackie Cerkowniak.

Necessities for Neighbors
On Tuesday, October 18th we will be sponsoring the Necessities for Neighbors 
distribution at First Lutheran Church.  We are asking for donations of Toilet 
Paper in Double/Mega/Jumbo size rolls for this event. This event can easily 
hand out 700+ rolls of TP and size does matter. Guests are limited to attending 
one distribution per month and for that reason we specify that donations be 
Mega/Jumbo size rolls. Please keep in mind, quality over quantity, when 
making a donation.  TP donations may be left in the designated areas in the 
west entryway, near the south entrance and in the Narthex.
This is also a wonderful opportunity for “God’s Work Our Hands” to be put into 
action. Engaging in fellowship and fun with the community and other mem-
bers of Holy Cross at a N4N distribution is a blast!! Don’t miss out on the fun!  
We are asking for volunteers to help set up and assist in distributing the items 
to the guests from 5pm-7:30pm. If you are able to help, please sign up using 
the SignUpGenius link available through the HC FB Virtual Community.  Have 

a friend or know someone who’s interested in getting involved, but not sure 
how or what…this is a perfect event for a �rst time volunteer. Questions? 
Contact Penney Hovatter

T-shirts for Sale
The Mission Team still has t-shirts available for $12/each. Stop at our table any 
Sunday or check us out at the Craft and Vendor Fair.  Proceeds to bene�t Kids 
Against Hunger, Laundry with Love and various mission team programs. 
Questions? Contact Julie Graber or Penney Hovatter.  Please make checks 
payable to Penney Hovatter.  

Purses, Purses, Purses
The Mission Team asked and they answered…We have been blessed with an 
amazing amount of money from Walmart to be used to purchase all those 
items we �ll our Purse Project purses with. But, we have �nally depleted our 
inventory of purses, so we are asking for your gently used purses so that we 
can put all that money to work and get busy shopping and �lling. Please 
bring us all your gently used purses ASAP. We would love to be able to distrib-
ute purses when we serve at Banquet West in November.  Purses may be left 
on the shelves outside the café area or in the designated baskets. 

Upcoming Events and Opportunities:
The next Blood Drive is Monday, November 7th from 11am-6pm. Donors 16yr 
with parental consent, 17yr and older. Are you a regular donor with teenag-
ers…Make blood donation a family a�air. Donations are ALWAYS needed. All 
donations stay local and every donation helps 3 people. 
Holy Cross will be serving at Banquet West on Wednesday, November 16th 
and asking for volunteers to help prep and serve. Watch for the SignUpGeni-
us.
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UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

The Holy Cross Craft and Vendor Fair will be coming up 
November 19th from 9 am to 3 pm. There is still time to 
register your booth! Sign up on our website or facebook 
page.

There will be a Puerto Rico mission trip meeting on Oc-
tober 12th starting at 5 pm in the fireside room. This 
meeting is for anyone looking to join as well as people 
that are signed up.

Quilting – informational meeting! 
Saturday, October 15th 10:00am in the Fellowship Area 
Holy Cross, we are excited to bring the quilting group 
back! We are looking for anyone interested in joining 
the fun.  Absolutely no experience necessary, but it’s a 
bonus if you can iron, match colors, cut fabric, pin or 
sew. This could be a great opportunity for fellowship. 
For more information, please reach out to either Cindy 
Haiar or Jolene Peterson. We will begin meeting month-
ly, starting in November on the first Saturday morning 
of the month 9:00 – noon.

The Air I Breathe Book Study
Sunday mornings following the 9:45 service, we will 
continue studying the book "The Air I Breathe".  This 

study will continue thru October 30. Books are still availa-
ble and you can jump in anytime even if you missed the 
start!

Wednesday evening Bible study at 6:45 in the Fireside 
room, we will be studying the book of Galatians.  This will 
be led by Pastor Lando and Julie Graber.  
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Je�rey Olson    
10/29
Angela Kni�en    
10/29
Daniel Dunn   
10/29
Sharon Klueber   
10/31
Debrah Dibbert   
0/31
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Worship Leader
Our 8 am traditional service is looking for a worship 
leader to help lead hymns and liturgy vocally alongside 
our pianists on Sunday mornings.  If interested, please 
talk to our worship ministry team or Pastor Bailey.

Confirmation/ Cross Kids
2022-2023 Confirmation Leaders and Cross Kids Teach-
ers/Volunteers needed - See sign up genius on our Face-
book page.

Office Volunteers
Holy Cross is looking for volunteers to help answer 
phones and welcome people in the building and any other 
duties that may arise Monday-Thursday from 9-3 or 9-12.


