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We’ve certainly had an interesting beginning to this 
season of Lent. It was unfortunate to have a snowstorm 
prevent us from worshiping together on Ash Wednesday, 
and yet I found it very meaningful to experience Ash 
Sunday for the first time!

The word “Lent” comes from a Latin word that means 
“Fortieth,” drawing a connection to Jesus’ journey into the 
desert for 40 days of fasting following his baptism. As you 
likely know, many modern Christians make life changes 
during this 40-day season (which started on Ash Wednes-
day and ends the day before Easter, not counting the Sun-
days)—usually by giving things up or by adding a spiritual 
practice—with the intention being that these changes will 
connect us with the experience of Jesus and daily bring 
faith into focus in new ways.

Recently I came across a connection that had never 
occurred to me before: tying together the ancient practice 
of tithing (offering the first 10% of earnings or produce to 
God) with the season of Lent (which equals out to be a 
little more than 10% of the days in a year). It seems fitting 
that this season that is set apart to ready us for the good 
news of Easter shares imagery with the faithful practice of 
giving thanks first and foremost while trusting in God to 
provide regardless of what comes next.

As you anticipate Easter this year and begin to wade 
through these 40 days of Lent, may you be challenged, 
strengthened, and encouraged. May you know holy mo-
ments of silence and holy moments of laughter. May you 
receive whatever it is you need to guide you forward to the 
cross and empty tomb once again.

Then grant, O God, that we may, too, 
return in fast and prayer to you. 
Our spirits strengthen with your grace, 
and give u joy to see your face.
 “The Glory of These Forty Days” ELW # 320 v. 4

-Pastor Lando
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Fellowship TeamFellowship Team

Holy Cross Quilters will be serving Sunday Co�ee for the month of March. 
Free-will o�ering will be used for purchasing supplies such as quilt batting, 
thread, crochet thread for tying, etc.  HC Quilters are making quilts for the 
Graduating Seniors.
We need more individuals to join our group.  No experience necessary.  
There is cutting fabric, ironing fabric, design creation, sewing, pinning, tying, 
etc.  
Please join us; we meet the 1st Saturday each month from 9am – 12pm.  
Below is a wish list:
Fabric
Thread
Crochet thread
Cleaned used sheets minimum 60” X 80”

Help us name our co�ee shop at Holy Cross! 
We are taking suggestions until March 19th.  Then we will vote; with winner 
being announced April 2nd. 
We will then create a sign with the name that will be displayed above the 
counter.  Let’s have fun with this.  The more that participate, the more origi-
nal the name will be.  
Please place your suggestions in the container marked “Co�ee Shop”. 
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Mission TeamMission Team
Thank you to everyone who participated in our February 15th 
Blood Drive. There was a total of 31 units donated, which will save 
the lives of 93 local patients. Our next Blood Drive will be Wednes-
day, May 24th. We encourage everyone to share this info with the 
teens in your life 16yr+, friends, neighbors and co-workers. 

The Eagles came out ahead in the Soup-er Bowl, beating the 
Chiefs 74 to 60. Please keep those Hearty Soup donations coming.  
We are continuing to ask for Hearty Soup donations for our March 
23rd Food to You distribution. Donations may be left on the 
shelves across from the Glass Room

Our Laundry with Love (LWL) campaign has begun! Holy Cross is 
sponsoring LWL on April 25th and we are asking for �nancial con-
tributions with a goal of $700, donations of laundry detergent 
pods, dryer sheets, stain remover and fabric softener. We will also 
be serving a meal to the guests. To make a �nancial contribution, 
please use the Yellow envelopes in the pews marked LWL, and the 
“quarter containers” available in the baskets in the Narthex. The 
envelopes and containers can both be put in the o�ering plate 
and we accept cash, quarters, spare change or check. Make checks 
payable to Holy Cross, but please return in a Yellow LWL envelope 
to ensure your contribution goes to the LWL program. Questions: 
Contact Penney Hovatter 605-366-5263
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Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events
You are invited to join in on a wonderful evening �lled with good food, worship, and bible 
study each Wednesday during Lent! 
Join us in worship each Wednesday in Lent as we focus on these biblical �gures: 
March 8 - John, disciple of Jesus - Mission Team
March 15 - The Samaritan Woman - Chili Cook O� (hosted by Fellowship Team)
March 22 - Nicodemus - Puerto Rico Team
March 29 - Mary, mother of Jesus - Adult Ministry Team

Join Us Sunday afternoon, March 26th for BBQs, Baskets, and Bidding! Eat BBQs, bid on some 
cool baskets, and support our youth! Mark your calendars for March 26th for an afternoon of 
fun. The more the bids, the more baskets, the more that goes directly to our youth! The youth 
team is also seeking theme baskets or items to be donated for the baskets. 

Remember to update your giving to Breeze. See Holy Cross website for tips and how to videos 
on creating an account and update your giving.

Do you enjoy Food to You and Necessities for Neighbors and want to be more involved in the 
"behind the scenes" of those ministries? Holy Cross is looking for a person to be their voice on 
the Charis board. The board meets once per month (for 60-90 minutes) on the third Monday 
evening of the month. If you're interested or would like more information, please reach out to 
Cindy Haiar at either 605-366-2256 or chaiar@msn.com.

We are on the lookout for people to serve as delegates representing Holy Cross at the ELCA 
South Dakota Synod Assembly June 2-3 at Our Savior’s Lutheran, Sioux Falls. If you are inter-
ested in serving the church in this way, please contact Pastor Lando.

It's already time to order �owers to decorate the sanctuary for Easter morning! The options 
this year are 6-inch potted tulips, da�odils, or hyacinths (all are $13 each), and whatever you 
purchase can be taken home with you after the last service on Sunday, April 9. Order forms 
(found in the Narthex or the front o�ce) and payments are all due by Monday, March 13, and 
can be turned in with a Worship Team member on Sunday mornings or in the front o�ce 
during the week.
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Prayers Prayers 
This month we invite you to pray for:

Sharon Klueber, Linda Jackson, Shirley Wiebenga,  
Briana Schneider, Shirley Wiebenga, Family of 

Beau Dejong, Beverly and Bud Lewison. 


