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As you read this, we are over halfway through the church season that is 
officially called Time after Epiphany—often simply referred to as 
Epiphany—which goes from the day of Epiphany on January 6th (when 
the magi’s visit to the Christ child is commemorated) to February 21st 
(the day before Ash Wednesday). Important themes that arise in the 
season of Epiphany are: the revelation of Christ to all the world through 
the magi’s visit, Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River, and Jesus lifted up as 
the light of the world (with the final Sunday in Epiphany being Trans-
figuration Sunday, where Moses and Elijah appear with Jesus as “his 
face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white”—Mat-
thew 17:2).

One of my favorite scripture passages that fits within the theme and 
season of Epiphany, is the passage that the hymn “Arise, Your Light Has 
Come!” (# 314) is based on. In it, not only does the image of God’s light 
arriving to God’s people shine through, but I’m sure you’ll see the refer-
ences that look ahead to the magi as well:

“Arise, shine; for your light has come,
 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
 and thick darkness cover the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
 and God’s glory will be seen upon you.
Nations shall come to your light,
 and kings to the brightness of your rising.
Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
 they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar,
 and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
Then you shall see and be radiant;
 your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
 the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you…
 They shall bring gold and frankincense,
And shall bring good news, 
 the praises of the LORD!”
 -Isaiah 60:1-6

In this month of February as the snow is piled high, the days continue to 
be short, and the nights continue to be long, know that your light has 
come. Whenever hope seems to be in short supply and darkness seems 
to be abundant, take heart that the glory of the LORD has risen—not 
just in general, but specifically upon (and for) you. Lift up your eyes and 
see all around. See the darkness and the light present in your life and in 
the lives of others. Find reasons to rejoice. 

Know in the very core of your being that the light of Christ shines in 
any and all darkness, and the darkness can never and will never over-
come it (John 1:5). 

God bless you in the month ahead. (And don’t forget to sign up for the 
Winter Retreat. Space is limited, and it will be an impactful experience 
for all who attend!)
-Pastor Lando
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The Holy Cross sta� is actively working to ensure all members' information is 

included and up-to-date in Breeze, our online member directory. We are also tran-

sitioning all of our online giving to Breeze so that everything is in one place and 

easily accessible. If you are currently giving through Mogiv, we would be happy to 

help you transition your giving to Breeze. If you would like to set up your giving 

for the �rst time, or adjust your giving to be on a more consistent basis, we're here 

to help with that as well! Breeze is a simple, easy-to-use program that can be 

accessed through a website or mobile app. Trust us--it's a Breeze!

BREEZE
Domain=holycrosslutheran

PAGE 7PAGE 7



Cross TalkCross Talk PAGE 8PAGE 8



Cross TalkCross Talk PAGE 9PAGE 9

January Photos at Holy Cross!January Photos at Holy Cross!

Family Movie 
Matinee
Family Movie 
Matinee

Puerto 
Rico
Mission 
Trip
Fundraiser



Cross TalkCross Talk PAGE 10PAGE 10

Puerto 
Rico
Mission 
Trip
Fundraiser

Preschool at Holy Cross!Preschool at Holy Cross!



Mission TeamMission Team
Blood Drive-Our next Blood Drive is February 15th from 11am-6pm. 
We have over 40 appointments available. Please use the SignUpGenius 
to sign up for your preferred time. Donors are always needed and are 
eligible at age 16. Please talk with the teens in your life about the im-
portance of blood donation. Blood Drives are open to the public and 
we ask that you share this information with friends, family and 
co-workers. 

Food to You-The Mission Team is collecting Hearty Soup for Food to 
You. Holy Cross is sponsoring the March 23rd distribution. Please leave 
your Hearty Soup donations in the designated locations and watch for 
the SignUpGenius for volunteers needed.

Laundry with Love- In the coming weeks, be on the lookout for yellow 
Laundry with Love (LWL) envelopes and quarter containers in the pews. 
Laundry with Love is a program of Church on the Street that provides a 
warm meal and laundry services for people in need. Holy Cross is spon-
soring LWL April 25th and this requires a signi�cant �nancial contribu-
tion from us. Cash, coin, or check donations are welcome and enve-
lopes/containers may be placed in the o�ering plates. For more info or 
questions please contact a member of the Mission Team or Penney Ho-
vatter (penneyhovatter@gmail.com or 605-366-5263).
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Holy Cross is seeking a part-time custodian with an expected workload of 20-25 
hours per week. If you or someone you know may be interested in this position and 
being a part of our team, please reach out to Pastor Lando (landoa@holycrossluther-
anchurch.org).

Remember to update your giving to Breeze. See Holy Cross website for tips and how 
to videos on creating an account and update your giving.

Do you enjoy Food to You and Necessities for Neighbors and want to be more 
involved in the "behind the scenes" of those ministries? Holy Cross is looking for a 
person to be their voice on the Charis board. The board meets once per month (for 
60-90 minutes) on the third Monday evening of the month. If you're interested or 
would like more information, please reach out to Cindy Haiar at either 605-366-2256 
or chaiar@msn.com.

The Book Club will be meeting Monday February 13th, at Jackie Cerkowniak’s home, 
to discuss the book Ms Demeanor by Elinor Lipman.  Jackie's address is 1604 S Deer-
berry Trl.
If interested, bring along a book (that you've already read) wrapped up and display 
some clues about the book to trade.  It should be fun and you'll get to go home with 
a free book. See the group email for details or contact Dawn Krumvieda 
@dawn.krumvieda@augie.edu for details.  

1st Communion Class for First Graders and parents/guardians will be Saturday Febru-
ary 25th at 9:30am. Please RSVP through the Signup Genius link found on Facebook 
or by replying to Pam Strohm - wpdsm5@gmail.com
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“Sunday Co�ee” is updating operations.  Teams that need funds/seed money 
for their programs, have the opportunity to serve “Sunday Co�ee” and in turn 
receive the proceeds from the free-will o�ering.  Teams will be signing up for a 
month-long commitment and receive those proceeds during that time.
Each team will provide cookies, mu�ns, etc. that they choose to serve with the 
co�ee. 
Co�ee supplies will be covered from a Thrivent Action Team grant, so the 
church and indiviual groups will not experience any additional cost.  
Teams may contact Coleen Wright (tonitwinb@yahoo.com), the Fellowship 
Team to check for the months available.

The Fellowship Team is kicking o� Lenten Wednesday Meal’s with a Chili 
Cook-o�.
Please bring your Chili and take part in the taste testing to determine who 
made the best Chili at this event. 
The meal is served Wednesday, February 22nd from 5 – 5:45pm.  Ash Wednes-
day service will start at 6pm.
Each week a team will be hosting the meal and the freewill o�ering goes to 
the team to cover costs for activities, events, and supplies, since teams are not 
funded from the general fund.

Upcoming Events Cont.Upcoming Events Cont.
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